CHAPTER XVII
THE   HOUSE   OF   LORDS,   INDIA,   AND   THE   L.C.C.
A House of Legislature, hereditary and irresponsible, cannot be a permanent
institution in a free country.—john bright.
the reader may perhaps be interested to know how the aristocratic
environment of the House of Peers impressed the new member
who, by birth, experience, and affection, belonged to the working
classes.
I cannot in this short chapter describe more than a few of my
reactions to the unaccustomed temper and social outlook of the
House of Lords. I desire, however, to acknowledge with sincere
gratitude the generous and never-failing courtesy of the peers of
all parties, and of the officials of the House, to the somewhat
apprehensive recruit to their ranks.
The House of Lords is a picturesque and somewhat austere
assembly, and for some time after I had become a member of it
I felt as I imagine a very sensitive small boy must feel during his
first term at a superior school; and my sense of discomfort became
acute when, within a few days after my introduction to the House,
I was called upon, as the responsible minister, to make a careful
defence of the Government's Indian policy. Lord Peel, who had
initiated the discussion, sought to induce me to go into wider
considerations than those indicated in the terms of questions which
he had placed on the oi;der paper; but I did not oblige him.
Perhaps the greatest lesson of my life has been that I have never
regretted what I did not say; and I therefore cautiously replied that
while 'my desire to please the noble earl* was 'intense, I must not,
on this occasion, allow him to lead me into the pathway of political
indiscretion.'
It is not clear to me now, why I had suspected that their lord-
ships might receive ungenerously the new plebeian minister who,
for political and constitutional reasons, had been sent to their
exclusive assembly. I merely record the fact that, because I
belonged to a social stratum altogether different from their own,
I had feared that they might meet me with a strictly formal and
repelling politeness or, on the other hand, welcome me on the
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